
Maximize every student’s potential and proficiency through rigorous and supportive mathematical instruction by developing concepts, skills and strategies 
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We are fast approaching the season of the year when an emphasis is placed on cele-

brations and giving thanks.   We have cause to do both in our school district.  Based on 

our most recent MSP scores all grade levels showed an increase in student achievement 

in mathematics.   It has been a long time since we have experienced that, if ever.   We 

have reason to CELEBRATE and reason to say thank you to the entire system that placed 

so much time, energy, and expertise into working through the stress of the MBAs, the 

curriculum guides, and just demonstrating the ability to stay on the path even when the 

road got incredibly bumpy.  So, take the time to celebrate, pat yourselves on the back, 

and then we need to roll up our sleeves and continue the work.   Even though we ex-

perienced incredible gains we need to ask ourselves the question, “Is it enough?”   I am 

see Sticking to It (Continued on page 2) 
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The second year of our current district mathematics initiative is well under way and we 

now reestablishing both the Mathematics Leadership Action Team (MLAT) and Mathe-

matics Curricular Action Teams (MCATs). Some members of the MLAT and MCATs volun-

teered to continue the work began last year and others have elected to step down.  Af-

ter determining who would continue on each group we requested nominations from 

building administrators of staff members we could invite to fill the vacancies.  Although 

we are still in the middle of this process, the MLAT’s first meeting was Wednesday, Octo-

ber 19th and the MCAT Launch will be Wednesday, October 26th. 

At the end of the summer we published the new Curricular Guides for each grade/

see Math Teams (Continued on page 2) 

Special Points of Interest: 

● A time for celebration 

and pushing forward. 

● The MLAT and MCATs 

will continue their work. 

● Look for  reports of our 

progress from all four 

MLAT subcommittees 

(Core Math Program, 

High-Quality Math In-

struction, Assessment 

System, & Intervention 

Program) in future is-

sues. 

Use data as a 

Treasure 

Hunt, not a 

witch hunt. 

—Doug Reeves 

Kathy’s Key Computations 

 T h e  B u s h m a n  B r a c k e t 
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fairly certain that most of us will not be satisfied until all 

students are reaching their maximum potential and demon-

strating that they are mathematically literate. Our jobs are 

not finished and we will continue to work with and refine 

the curriculum guides and prepare ourselves with another 

round of MBAs.   As I said earlier those assessments cer-

tainly gave many of us some heartburn last year but they 

proved to be an essential piece in helping us to fully under-

stand the performance expectations and how our students 

are asked to demonstrate their learning of the PEs on a 

state assessment.   We just need to remember that they 

are an assessment, at a point in time, that we certainly 

need to prepare for, but the information we get about our 

students performance and how that relates to instruction in 

the classroom is what is most important.   The MBAs also 

helped us to realize that all of the PEs need to be taught 

and that we need to stay on pace. 

There is still much work to be done and we will continue 

meeting with our Math Leadership Action Team and Math 

Curricular Action Teams to problem solve how we can keep 

this momentum going and what we can do to support 

teachers and their instructional capacity.   In closing I 

found a quote from an American writer named Josh Billings 

that I thought was appropriate: “Consider the postage 

stamp; its usefulness consists in the ability to stick to one 

thing till it gets there.” 

We are not there yet so we need to “stick” to the chal-

lenge at hand and work together as a system for the bene-

fit of all of our students and their mathematical literacy.  

Sticking to It (Continued from page 1) 

course level and distributed them prior to the school start.  

We also published them in the Curricular Guides 2011-12 

folder located in the District Mathematics folder on the S 

drive. Instructional resources developed last year and con-

tinued at the Summer Mathematics Institute have been 

placed in a folder titled, Instructional Resources, also in the 

same District Mathematics folder.  As the MCAT groups 

continue to refine and develop resources we will continue 

to make them available in these locations.  If teachers 

have questions on available materials or suggestions for 

additional resources, please contact a member of their 

MCAT or Degen Bushman, the Mathematics TOSA. 

The first Mathematics Benchmark Assessment (MBA 1) 

window will be November 3rd-10th at the elementary level 

and November 9th-16th at the secondary level.  The MBA 

resources, including the MBA Blueprint and test administra-

tion directions is located on the S drive in the District 

Mathematics/MBA Resources folder. 

Math Teams (Continued from page 1) 

Stay Tuned for More Information 

The district’s Curriculum and Professional Development department is 

leading our transition to the Common Core State Standards 

(CCSS) as we make this shift over the next several years. We are 

working with local, regional, state, and national organizations as we 

develop a transition plan.  The following resources are good places to 

find current information and resources as teachers and administra-

tors are becoming familiar with these new standards: 

http://www.corestandards.org/ 

http://www.k12.wa.us/Corestandards/default.aspx 

http://www.k12.wa.us/smarter/ 


